Hon. Joel A. Giambra
Erie County Executive

RE: lawsuit on hazards of against casino-related demolition

May 15, 2006

Last week, Erie County obtained permission from Federal District Court for going forward with our federal lawsuit about the Seneca Gaming Corporation’s proposed casino in Buffalo. Our focus in that lawsuit is to force the Federal government to do an environmental assessment – including an economic-impact study – of what a Seneca-owned casino would have on the residents and businesses of Buffalo.

Today, we are commencing another action.

This time, we are issuing a complaint against the City of Buffalo and against the demolition contractors. We want everybody to follow the rules on protecting the environment – especially because there are more than 600 people living right next to the demolition site.  50% are under 18 or over 60 and are most susceptible to these airborne contaminants.

We’re focusing today on public health and public safety. Our County Health Department, and our County Environmental experts, are all convinced that there is potentially a serious hazard to the residents of Buffalo. That health hazard is about the asbestos, the dust and the mold that will be thrown into the air if the demolition of the old grain elevators on Perry Street goes ahead.

It is our understanding that the demolition contractors don’t even have City permits.

There’s a law on the books in Buffalo that you can’t take a building down without a permit. You can’t just throw asbestos into the air. You have to follow the rules. I want the city and the contractors to follow the law. 

We’re not suing the Seneca Nation today. We’re not getting into the question of what they do or don’t do on property they’ve acquired.

But this 9-acre parcel is still within the City of Buffalo – and any activity inside that parcel that has an environmental impact outside that parcel requires a permit from the City of Buffalo.

So today, in addition – our Erie County Commissioner of Environment and Planning has issued an order to stop any demolition work until somebody gets a permit.

The New York State Constitution as well as the Erie County Environmental Quality Code both require us to take action to protect our citizens from environmental harm.

We have the duty under existing laws of investigating, preventing, and abating causes of air pollution in County of Erie.

So we have served this order on Empire Dismantlement Corporation and its subcontractors, which are the companies that are demolishing the buildings on the 9-acre site acquired by the Seneca Nation for the proposed Buffalo Casino.

Make no mistake about it: we will take every action we can to make sure that every level of government – federal, state and local – follows the rules and follows the law.

This order specifically tells the demolition company to cease and desist from demolishing or dismantling any structures within the County of Erie and City of Buffalo without the necessary and required demolition permits, including permits to close streets and permits for the proper transportation and disposal of debris. 

